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THE 2016 ELECTION 

The Upset
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Bee the 
difference 
day

The 2016 election, one of 
the biggest elections up-
sets in history, left po-

litical scientists, pollsters and 
journalists alike scratching their 
heads. Leading into Election 
Day, almost every poll had for-
mer Secretary of State, Hillary 
Clinton, ahead. However, that is 
not exactly how the night end-
ed up playing out. By 1:00 a.m., 
it was clear that Donald Trump 
was going to be elected the 45 
President of the United States, 
with Clinton calling to congrat-
ulate him. Trump supports were 
ecstatic, while Clinton support-
ers were left picking up the piec-
es. 
 There are many the-
ories as to why the election 
outcome was so different than 
the predictions. According to 
MIT Technology Review, many 
of the polls were incorrect far 
outside of their margin of er-
ror. They give a few reasons the 
polls could have been wrong in-
cluding an underestimation of 
powerful white, working-class 
voters who were not expect-
ed to vote. However, they also 
said it could have been as sim-
ple as people not giving honest 
responses when responding to 
polls. 
 Regardless of the un-
expected outcome of the elec-
tion, CNN reported that the 
voter turnout was at its lowest 
point in two decades, with only 
55 percent of voting-eligible 
citizens actually casting a bal-
lot this year. CNN said the low 
turnout numbers was a sign 
that the American public was 
unhappy with their choices in 
the election. 
 Although Trump was 
well over the 270 Electoral Col-

lege hump needed to be elect-
ed, Clinton walked away with a 
large lead in the popular vote. 
As of Nov. 16, the votes from 
absentee ballots were still be-
ing counted, with Clinton up by 
over one million in the popular 
vote, according to Politico.

 This marks the largest 
divide between the winner of 
the Electoral Colleges and pop-
ular vote in American history. 
The second largest divide was 
in 2000 when Al Gore won the 
popular vote with a little over 
500,000 more votes that George 
W. Bush, who went on to win 
the Electoral College. This is the 
fifth time the winner of the Elec-
toral College has not won popu-
lar vote.
 This large divide led 
some to call for the abolish-
ment of the Electoral College, 
with Senator Barbara Boxer of 
California calling for an amend-
ment to the Constitution. 
 Following the election, 
thousands of protestors took to 
the streets around the country 
to protest the outcome. Pro-
tests also took place around the 
world.

 Trying to calm the 
American public, President 
Obama said he rooted for 
Trump’s success and that he 
plans to help facilitate a peace-
ful transition. Clinton told sup-
porters that Trump should be 
given a chance to lead before 
being judged. After winning 
the election, Trump said he 
seeks common ground with the 
American public and those who 
did not vote for him, not hostili-
ty. 
 The conflict of the 2016 
election is not yet over, with 
many calling for the Electoral 
College to elect Clinton on Dec. 
19. An online petition to the 
Electoral College has gathered 
more than four million signa-
tures, saying Trump is unfit to 
serve. 
  All eyes will be on 
Trump for the next few weeks as 
he shapes his cabinet and Ad-
ministration.

Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton shake hands after the second presidential 
debate on October 9th, 2016. 
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Students venture off 
campus to help local 
residents. 
by ERIN SCHILLINGER

Nov. 6 marked the eleventh 
annual Bee the Difference 
Day held by St. Ambrose 

University. Bee the Difference Day 
is a St. Ambrose tradition that start-
ed in 2006 and has continued on to 
became more successful over the 
years. 
 Bee the Difference Day 
started as a way for St. Ambrose 
students to become better involved 
with the surrounding Davenport 
neighborhoods and communities. 
 Caitlin Nelson was one of 
the students that helped organize 
this year’s Bee the Difference Day.
  “I got involved with Bee the 
Difference Day last year,” Nelson 
said. “I am a junior class senator on 
Student Government Association 
and decided to join Government 
Operations, which is the group in 
charge of planning Bee the Differ-
ence Day.”  
 Nelson also said that when 
Bee the Difference Day first started, 
they had less than 30 volunteers. 
This year, the program had more 
than 700 volunteers.
 This year, volunteers also 
got to participate in almost 70 de-
gree weather. The average tempera-
ture in Davenport, Iowa on Nov. 6th 
is usually only 52 degrees. Although 
the weather was warm, leaves had 
fallen, and some of our SAU neigh-
bors needed help with the pickup. 
Volunteers of all types came to help 
out.
 “The participants in Bee 
the Difference Day are students 
from all different backgrounds. For 
example, we had athletes, tradition-
al students, non-traditional stu-
dents, international students and 
some faculty and staff,” Nelson said.
 One of the groups on cam-
pus that participates is the SAU 
Cheerleading team. Felicia Miles, 
head coach, requires that her team 
volunteers. 
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National 
novel writ-
ing month
A month dedicated to 
improving your writ-
ing. 
by ABBEY NIMRICK

November was National 
Novel Writing Month, also 
known as NaNoWriMo. 

This year, the Bettendorf Public 
Library is a NaNoWriMo site. 
 Michael Hustedde, an 
english professor at St. Ambrose 
University, is logistically involved 
in NaNoWriMo at the Bettendorf 
site. 
 Along with helping out 
technically for the launch party 
at the end of Oct., Hustedde has 
helped with several of the writing 
sessions that were held through-
out the month. 
 Emily Kingery, an as-
sistant English professor at SAU, 
chose not to participate in the 
event by writing a novel, but in-
stead she volunteered at the writ-
ing sessions that the Bettendorf 
Public Library hosted throughout 
the month of November.
 The library hosted 
several “Workshops” as well as 
“Write-In’s,” where writers were 
able to come and go throughout 
the day. 
 Kingery said she is glad 
that NaNoWriMo calls attention 
to the importance of writing.
 “It seems to motivate 
many aspiring writers to prac-
tice their craft,” Kingery said. “It 
would be nice, of course, if such 
attention were given to creative 
writing all year long, but it’s nice 
to have some time in the spot-
light.”
 Hustedde has an inter-
esting theory as to why they ded-
icate an entire month to writing.
 “I don’t believe it is to 
increase the number of novels 
so much as to increase the num-
ber of people writing,” Hustedde 
said.
 More than just writing a 
novel, NaNoWriMo is about pro-
moting creativity. 
 Kingery encourages cre-
ativity in all aspects of her cours-
es. She frequently assigns proj-
ects such as; visual art, video or 
music to have her students show 
their engagement in the course 
material in a different way. 
 “Creativity is apparent 
in all modes of writing, though, 
including research papers,” 
Kingery said. “People sometimes 
assume that “creative” applies 
only to fiction or poetry, but real-
ly all writing is an act of creation. 
You need imagination and mas-
tery of technique for all of it.”
 Hustedde informed his 
classes of NaNoWriMo and said 
he always encourages his stu-
dents and students in general to
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